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The Royal Society of Chemistry hereby wholly retracts this RSC Advances article due to concerns with the reliability of the data. The
images in the article were screened by an image integrity expert. After processing the images, the expert was able to verify instances
of duplicating images affecting Fig. 3A:

The EB/control and EB/SCI + melatonin panels are from the same image but shown at different magnifications.

The FITC-LEA/SCI and FITC-LEA/SCI + melatonin + IGFBP3 panels both contain part of the same image.

The morphology of the images in the EB/SCI and FITC-LEA/SCI + melatonin panels are very similar indicating that they could be
based on the same duplicate image.

The authors were asked to provide the raw data for this article, but did not respond. Given the significance of the concerns about
the validity of the data, and the lack of raw data, the findings presented in this paper are not reliable.

The authors have been informed but have not responded to any correspondence regarding the retraction.

Signed: Laura Fisher, Executive Editor, RSC Advances
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