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The Royal Society of Chemistry hereby wholly retracts this RSC Advances article due to concerns with the reliability of the data. The
authors were asked to provide the raw data for the article, but stated they were unable to locate the raw data and asked to retract the
article.

The western blots in Fig. 4F and 6D have been over-contrasted to the point where the background has almost been erased. In
addition, there appear to be splice marks in the MMP-2 and B-actin panels in Fig. 7D, indicating that the images may have been
manipulated. The authors are unable to provide verifiable raw data that could be used to validate the published images.

Given the significance of the concerns about the validity of the data, and the lack of raw data, the findings presented in this
paper are not reliable.

The authors have not responded to any subsequent correspondence regarding the wording of the retraction notice.

Signed: Laura Fisher, Executive Editor, RSC Advances
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