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defected MOF-74 with preserved
crystallinity for efficient catalytic cyanosilylation of
benzaldehyde†

Chul Hwan Shim,‡ Sojin Oh,‡ Sujeong Lee, Gihyun Lee and Moonhyun Oh *

Numerous open metal sites and well-developed micropores are the two most significant characteristics

that should be imparted to design metal–organic frameworks (MOFs) as effective catalysts. However, the

construction of the best MOF catalyst with both these characteristics is challenging because the creation

of numerous open metal sites generally triggers some structural collapse of the MOF. Herein, we report

the construction of well-structured but defected MOFs through the growth of defected MOFs, where

some of the original organic linkers were replaced with analog organic linkers, on the surface of

a crystalline MOF template (MOF-on-MOF growth). Additional open metal sites within the MOF-74

structure were generated by replacing some of the 2,5-dihydroxy-1,4-bezenedicarboxylic acid

presenting in MOF-74 with 1,4-benzenedicarboxylic acid due to the missing hydroxyl groups. And the

resulting additional open metal sites within the MOF-74 structure resulted in enhanced catalytic activity

for the cyanosilylation of aldehydes. However, the collapse of some of the well-developed MOF-74

structure was also followed by structural defects. Whereas, the growth of defected MOF-74 (D-MOF-74)

on the well-crystallized MOF-74 template led to the production of relatively well-crystallized D-MOF-74.

Core–shell type MOF-74@D-MOF-74 having abundant open metal sites with a preserved crystallinity

exhibited the efficient catalytic cyanosilylation of several aldehydes. Additionally, MOF-74@D-MOF-74

displayed excellent recyclability during the consecutive catalytic cycles.
Introduction

Metal–organic frameworks (MOFs) are an important class of
porous crystalline materials used in various practical applica-
tions, including gas storage, recognition, sensing, separation,
and catalysis.1–6 In particular, the use of MOFs in catalysis has
received considerable attention and the design of MOFs to yield
excellent activity is critical for their practical applications.7–17

Well-dened channels or pores in MOFs are benecial for their
excellent catalytic activity, and unsaturated Lewis acid metal
sites (open metal sites) are known to be active sites for the
catalytic reactions.8–17 There are several approaches to generate
additional open metal sites within an MOF structure for
improved catalytic activity.11–17 Removing some of the existing
organic linkers in an original MOF structure can generate extra
open metal sites, just as replacing some of them with analog
linkers having fewer coordination sites can also generate extra
open metal sites. For example, Eder et al. reported the
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generation of defected MIL-125 with open metal sites through
removing some of the 2-amino-1,4-benzenedicarboxylic acid
within an MIL-125 structure,13 and Li et al. reported the
production of defected CoBDC-Fc by replacing some of the 1,4-
benzenedicarboxylic acid (BDC) linker by ferrocenecarboxylic
acid.11 However, in most cases of producing defectedMOFs with
extra open metal sites, removing or replacing the original
organic linkers has resulted in structural defects and
instability.16–20 In such cases, the MOFs consequently lose some
of their crystallinity, resulting in lowered catalytic activity as
excessive defects and poor crystallinity in MOFs interrupt
smooth chemical transportation during catalytic reactions.15–17

Therefore, the construction of defected MOFs having many
open metal sites without losing their crystallinity is most
desirable.

Herein, we report the construction of defected MOFs having
extra open metal sites with preserved crystallinity through the
growth of defected MOFs on the crystalline MOF template
(MOF-on-MOF growth). Replacing some of the 2,5-dihydroxy-
1,4-bezenedicarboxylic acid (DHBDC) within the MOF-74
structure with BDC resulted in defected MOF-74 (D-MOF-74)
having additional open metal sites owing to the missing
hydroxyl groups. The resulting extra open metal sites within
defected MOFs caused the enhancement of catalytic activity for
the cyanosilylation of benzaldehyde. However, structural
© 2023 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
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defects also caused the collapse of the well-organized MOF-74
structure, negatively impacting the catalytic reaction. Whereas
the directed growth of D-MOF-74 on the surface of the well-
crystallized MOF-74 template led to the formation of relatively
well-crystallized D-MOF-74 shell. Eventually, core–shell type
MOF-74@D-MOF-74 with abundant open metal sites and
a preserved well-developed porosity displayed the best perfor-
mance for the cyanosilylation of several aldehydes. Moreover,
they exhibited excellent recyclability during seven successive
catalytic cycles.

Experimental
Materials and characterizations

All solvents and chemicals were purchased from commercial
sources and used as received, unless otherwise stated. SEM
images were captured using a JEOL JSM-7001F eld-emission
SEM (Yonsei Center for Research Facilities, Yonsei University).
EDX spectra were acquired using a Hitachi SU 1510 SEM
equipped with a Horiba EMAX Energy E-250 EDX system. PXRD
patterns were obtained using a Rigaku Ultima IV equipped with
a graphite monochromated Cu Ka radiation source (40 kV, 40
mA). The adsorption–desorption isotherms of N2 (77 K) were
measured using a BELSORP Max volumetric adsorption
instrument. All isotherms of samples were measured aer
soaking in methanol for 10 h and a pretreatment under
a dynamic vacuum at 120 °C for 12 h. 1H NMR spectra were
recorded on a Bruker Avance III HD 300 spectrometer (1H NMR,
300 MHz) with chemical shis reported relative to residual
deuterated solvent peaks. TGA curves were acquired using
a Shimadzu TGA-50 system under a nitrogen atmosphere at
a heating rate of 5 °C min−1. Inductively coupled plasma-mass
spectrometer analysis was performed using a PerkinElmer
NexION 350D instrument to quantify cobalt in the supernatant
aer catalytic reaction.

Preparation of MOF-74

CoCl2$6H2O (0.30 mmol, 71.4 mg), DHBDC (0.075 mmol, 14.9
mg), and polyvinylpyrrolidone (PVP; 250 mg) were dissolved in
5 mL N,N-dimethylformamide (DMF). The resulting mixture
was heated in a 120 °C oil bath for 2 h, then isolated via
centrifugation, washed with fresh DMF and methanol, and
dried in vacuum for 1 h. Large scale production of MOF-74 was
also conducted using CoCl2$6H2O (2.40 mmol, 571.2 mg),
DHBDC (0.6 mmol, 119.2 mg), PVP (2 g), and 40 mL DMF.

Preparation of D-MOF-74

CoCl2$6H2O (0.30 mmol, 71.4 mg), DHBDC (0.01, 0.015, 0.024,
or 0.028 mmol), BDC (0.040, 0.060, 0.096, or 0.112 mmol), and
PVP (250 mg) were dissolved in 5 mL of DMF. The resulting
mixture was placed in a 120 °C oil bath for 2 h, then isolated via
centrifugation, washed with fresh DMF and methanol, and
dried in vacuum for 1 h. The products obtained from four varied
concentrations of reactants are denoted as D1-, D2-, D3-, and
D4-MOF-74, respectively. Large scale production of D3-MOF-74
was also conducted using CoCl2$6H2O (2.40 mmol, 571.2 mg),
© 2023 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
DHBDC (0.192 mmol, 38.4 mg), BDC (0.768 mmol, 127.2 mg),
PVP (2 g), and 40 mL DMF.

Preparation of MOF-74@D-MOF-74

CoCl2$6H2O (0.30 mmol, 71.4 mg), DHBDC (0.01, 0.015, 0.024,
or 0.028 mmol), BDC (0.040, 0.060, 0.096, or 0.112 mmol), and
PVP (250 mg) were dissolved in 5 mL of DMF. 4.0 mg of MOF-74
was added to the resulting mixture, and the resulting suspen-
sion was placed in a 120 °C oil bath for 2 h, then isolated via
centrifugation, washed with fresh DMF and methanol, and
dried in vacuum for 1 h. Large scale production of MOF-74@D3-
MOF-74 was also conducted using CoCl2$6H2O (2.40 mmol,
571.2 mg), DHBDC (0.192 mmol, 38.4 mg), BDC (0.768 mmol,
127.2 mg), PVP (2 g), MOF-74 (32.0 mg), and 40 mL DMF.

Cyanosilylation of benzaldehyde

Benzaldehyde (1 mmol), trimethylsilyl cyanide (TMSCN; 3
mmol), and MOF catalyst (MOF-74, D-MOF-74, or MOF-74@D-
MOF-74; 3.0 mg) were mixed in a 4 mL vial. The resulting
mixture was reacted at 60 °C for 30 min with constant stirring.
Aer 30 min, the catalyst was isolated via centrifugation, and 1H
NMR spectra were measured to determine the conversion of
benzaldehyde. Similar cyanosilylation reactions were also con-
ducted using 4-methoxybenzaldehyde, 4-methylbenzaldehyde,
and 4-uorobenzaldehyde instead of benzaldehyde. For the
recycling test, seven cycles of benzaldehyde cyanosilylation were
repeated with the MOF-74@D2-MOF-74 (or D3-MOF-74) cata-
lyst. Aer the rst catalytic reaction, the catalyst was isolated via
centrifugation, washed with methanol several times, and dried
under vacuum for 1 h. Subsequently, fresh benzaldehyde and
TMSCN were added into the vial containing the refreshed
catalyst for a second catalytic cycle. The same procedure was
repeated for a seventh catalytic cycle.

Results and discussion

Firstly, a three-dimensional (3D) hexagonal structured MOF
(MOF-74) with a chemical composition of [Co2(DHBDC)(H2O)2]n
was synthesized from the solvothermal reaction of CoCl2 and
DHBDC (Scheme 1 and Fig. S1, ESI†).21 Scanning electron
microscopy (SEM) image (Fig. 1a) of the resulting product
revealed the uniform production of hexagonal rods with a high
aspect ratio, and powder X-ray diffraction (PXRD) patterns
(Fig. 1d) of the product, which matched the representative
PXRD pattern of MOF-74, conrmed the production of well-
crystallized MOF-74. Next, defected MOF-74 (denoted as D-
MOF-74; [Co2(DHBDC)1−x(BDC)x(H2O)2Yz]n) was prepared via
similar solvothermal reactions of CoCl2, but in the presence of
two organic linkers, DHBDC and BDC (the products obtained
from four varied concentrations of reactants are denoted as D1-,
D2-, D3-, and D4-MOF-74, respectively. See experimental section
for details). The incorporation of BDC instead of some of the
original DHBDC within an MOF-74 structure should invoke
structural defects owing to the missing hydroxyl moieties within
the structure (Scheme 1 and Fig. S2, ESI†). Typically, hydroxyl
groups and carboxyl groups of DHBDC are coordinated to metal
RSC Adv., 2023, 13, 8220–8226 | 8221
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Scheme 1 Schematic of the synthesis of MOF-74, D-MOF-74, and
core–shell type MOF-74@D-MOF-74.

Fig. 1 SEM images of (a) pure MOF-74, (b) D3-MOF-74, and (c) D4-
MOF-74. (d) PXRD patterns of pure MOF-74, D3-MOF-74, and D4-
MOF-74. The simulated PXRD pattern of MOF-74 is also shown.

RSC Advances Paper

O
pe

n 
A

cc
es

s 
A

rt
ic

le
. P

ub
lis

he
d 

on
 1

3 
M

ar
ch

 2
02

3.
 D

ow
nl

oa
de

d 
on

 1
1/

10
/2

02
4 

9:
53

:0
3 

A
M

. 
 T

hi
s 

ar
tic

le
 is

 li
ce

ns
ed

 u
nd

er
 a

 C
re

at
iv

e 
C

om
m

on
s 

A
ttr

ib
ut

io
n-

N
on

C
om

m
er

ci
al

 3
.0

 U
np

or
te

d 
L

ic
en

ce
.

View Article Online
ions to form the CoO6 octahedra of an MOF-74 structure
(Fig. S1, ESI†);22 thus, the missing hydroxyl moieties should
result in additional open metal sites (Fig. S2, ESI†) within the
MOF-74 structure that should be benecial for its catalytic
activity. The additional open metal sites provoked from the
missing hydroxyl moieties are located toward the hexagonal
channels of the MOF-74 structure, as shown in Fig. S3 (ESI†).
However, the replacement of some of DHBDC with BDC also
causes structural instability owing to the missing hydroxyl
moieties, which originally participate in building the MOF-74
skeleton.

The morphologies of the resulting D-MOF-74 were validated
through SEM images of the samples. As shown in Fig. 1, the
production of rounded ovals was conrmed from the reactions
of CoCl2 with the two mixed organic linkers. PXRD patterns of
D-MOF-74 samples veried that they principally had a 3D
hexagonal MOF-74 structure (Fig. 1d). However, the peaks
broadened and decreased,17,18,23 possibly due to the gradual loss
of its crystallinity as BDC is included. In general, rounded MOF
particles represent amorphous characteristic of the MOF.17,24,25
8222 | RSC Adv., 2023, 13, 8220–8226
Therefore, the rounded shape of D-MOF-74 samples supported
the amorphous nature of defected MOF-74. Energy dispersive X-
ray (EDX) spectra of the samples displayed the detection of
carbon, oxygen, and cobalt elements, conrming the existence
of cobalt ions and organic linkers (Fig. S4, ESI†). In addition,
extra anions must be existed in D-MOF-74 for the charge
balance due to the incorporation of BDC instead of some of
DHBDC. Indeed, EDX spectra of D-MOF-74 samples exhibited
the presence of Cl element (Fig. S4, ESI†). Moreover, the
incorporated amounts of DHBDC and BDC within D-MOF-74
were analyzed by 1H NMR spectroscopy. D-MOF-74 samples
were added to a mixed deuterated solvent of DCl and DMSO-d6
to digest solid D-MOF-74 samples and measure 1H NMR
spectra. The incorporated amounts of BDC within D3-MOF-74
and D4-MOF-74 were found to be 4.6 and 3.5%, respectively
(Fig. S5, ESI†). PXRD patterns and 1H NMR spectra of D1-MOF-
74 and D2-MOF-74 could not be measured because only trace
amounts of D1-MOF-74 and D2-MOF-74 were produced during
the reactions at relatively dilute concentrations.

The amounts of D-MOF-74 generated from the reactions
were small (calculated yields for D3-MOF-74 and D4-MOF-74
were 21 and 83%, respectively, and the yields for D1-MOF-74
and D2-MOF-74 were less than 3%). In addition, the gradual
loss of its crystallinity with the incorporation of BDC was
resulted as mentioned before. For a more efficient production
of D-MOF-74 with preserving its crystallinity, the similar
reactions of CoCl2 with mixed two organic linkers were con-
ducted in the presence of the MOF-74 template to generate D-
MOF-74 in the form of core–shell MOF-74@D-MOF-74. The
growth of second MOF on the surface of template MOF (MOF-
on-MOF growth) has been well established for the conjugation
of two different MOFs or the production of unique MOFs.26–35

Especially, a well-crystallized template MOF can induce the
growth of a well-crystallized second MOF.31–35 The presence of
well-crystallized MOF-74 should induce not only the effective
growth of D-MOF-74 but also the production of D-MOF-74 with
a preserved crystallinity by providing well-ordered lattices to
the reactants.31–35 First, the yields of the reactions dramatically
increased in the presence of the MOF-74 template. The
amounts of D-MOF-74 produced were calculated based upon
the initial weight of the MOF-74 template and the nal weight
of MOF-74@D-MOF-74. Even though nomeaningful formation
(less than 3%) of D1-MOF-74 and D2-MOF-74 was observed
without the template, considerable amounts of D1-MOF-74
(53%) and D2-MOF-74 (60%) were produced on the surface
of the MOF-74 template. In addition, the yields of D3-MOF-74
and D4-MOF-74 were 82 and 78%, respectively. SEM images
(Fig. 2) of the resulting products revealed that the hexagonal
MOF-74 shape was well maintained even aer a MOF-on-MOF
growth process for the production of core–shell MOF-74@D-
MOF-74. In addition, progressively increased widths of
hexagonal rods were obviously detected in SEM images of
a series of MOF-74@D-MOF-74 samples (Fig. 2). PXRD
patterns of a series of MOF-74@D-MOF-74 samples displayed
the representative peaks for MOF-74 (Fig. 2f). In addition,
there was no signicant peak broadening aer D-MOF-74
formation on the surface of MOF-74 template, indicating no
© 2023 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
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Fig. 2 SEM images of (a) MOF-74 template, (b) MOF-74@D1-MOF-74, (c) MOF-74@D2-MOF-74, (d) MOF-74@D3-MOF-74, and (e) MOF-
74@D4-MOF-74. (f) PXRD patterns of a series of MOF-74@D-MOF-74.
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critical loss of its crystallinity in MOF-74@D-MOF-74. The
incorporated amounts of BDC within the D-MOF-74 shell were
calculated based on their 1H NMR spectra and the relative
amounts of the MOF-74 core and the D-MOF-74 shell within
MOF-74@D-MOF-74. The calculations indicated that the
incorporated amounts of BDC within the D-MOF-74 shell of
MOF-74@D-MOF-74 were 20.8, 5.9, 3.0, and 2.2%, respectively
(Fig. S6, ESI†). Meanwhile, large scale productions of D-MOF-
74 and MOF-74@D-MOF-74 were also successful using large
amounts of reactants (Fig. S7, ESI†).
Fig. 3 N2 sorption isotherms of MOF-74, a series of D-MOF-74, and
a series of MOF-74@D-MOF-74.

© 2023 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
The porosities of the D-MOF-74 and MOF-74@D-MOF-74
samples were then analyzed from their N2 sorption isotherms
(Fig. 3). Brunauer–Emmett–Teller (BET) surface areas and total
pore volumes of the D-MOF-74 samples prepared in the absence
of template decreased compared to those of pure MOF-74. The
BET surface area and total pore volume of pure MOF-74 were
1180.8 m2 g−1 and 0.50 cm3 g−1, respectively, whereas the BET
surface areas of D3-MOF-74 and D4-MOF-74 were 925.7 and
919.3 m2 g−1 and their total pore volumes were 0.43 and 0.40
cm3 g−1, respectively. These decreasing values of D-MOF-74 are
originated from some structural collapse and a gradual loss of
its crystallinity as the DHBDC linker is replaced with the BDC
linker. However, no signicant decreases in N2 sorption, BET
surface area, and total pore volume were observed in the MOF-
74@D-MOF-74 samples (Fig. 3 and Table S1, ESI†). For exam-
ples the BET surface areas of MOF-74@D3-MOF-74 and MOF-
74@D4-MOF-74 were 1158.9 and 1172.3 m2 g−1 and their total
pore volumes were 0.50 and 0.50 cm3 g−1, respectively. In
addition, the relative values of the D-MOF-74 shells within
a series of MOF-74@D-MOF-74 were estimated based on the
relative amounts of the MOF-74 core and the D-MOF-74 shell.
The estimated BET surface areas of D3-MOF-74 and D4-MOF-74
within MOF-74@D-MOF-74 samples were 1146.4 and 1167.9 m2

g−1 and their total pore volumes estimated were 0.50 and 0.50
cm3 g−1, respectively (Table S2, ESI†). These values are higher
than those of the corresponding D-MOF-74 generated without
the template. In addition, no critical difference was found in the
RSC Adv., 2023, 13, 8220–8226 | 8223
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Table 2 Cyanosilylation of various aldehydes with TMSCN catalyzed
by pure MOF-74 and MOF-74@D2-MOF-74a

RSC Advances Paper

O
pe

n 
A

cc
es

s 
A

rt
ic

le
. P

ub
lis

he
d 

on
 1

3 
M

ar
ch

 2
02

3.
 D

ow
nl

oa
de

d 
on

 1
1/

10
/2

02
4 

9:
53

:0
3 

A
M

. 
 T

hi
s 

ar
tic

le
 is

 li
ce

ns
ed

 u
nd

er
 a

 C
re

at
iv

e 
C

om
m

on
s 

A
ttr

ib
ut

io
n-

N
on

C
om

m
er

ci
al

 3
.0

 U
np

or
te

d 
L

ic
en

ce
.

View Article Online
pore size distributions of pure MOF-74 andMOF-74@D-MOF-74
calculated using non-local density functional theory (Fig. S8,
ESI†). No difference in thermal stability of pure MOF-74 and
MOF-74@D-MOF-74 was also detected in the thermogravimetric
analysis curves (Fig. S9, ESI†).

The improvement of the catalytic activity of the D-MOF-74
samples through providing additional open metal sites, which
can function as Lewis acid catalytic sites, was veried from their
enhanced activity on the cyanosilyation of benzaldehyde. Cya-
nosilylation of aldehydes is signicant because it is a critical
method to synthesize cyanohydrins, which are key compounds
for the synthesis of several ne chemicals, including
pharmaceuticals.36–38 Benzaldehyde and trimethylsilyl cyanide
(TMSCN) were reacted in the presence of a catalytic amount of
pure MOF-74 or a series of D-MOF-74 under solvent-free
conditions at 60 °C for 30 min (Table 1). Aer the reactions,
1H NMR spectroscopy was used to determine the conversion of
benzaldehyde to 2-phenyl-2-[(trimethylsilyl)oxy] acetonitrile in
the absence or presence of an internal standard (Tables 1, S3,
and Fig. S10, ESI†). The conversion of benzaldehyde in the
presence of D-MOF-74 was much higher than that in the pres-
ence of pure MOF-74. Pure MOF-74 displayed 65% conversion of
the initial benzaldehyde for 30 min; however, 93 and 92%
conversions were observed in the presence of D3-MOF-74 and
D4-MOF-74, respectively. The catalytic activity of MOF-74 was
enhanced up to 28% by replacing only 4.6% of DHBDC with
BDC. MOF-74@D3-MOF-74 and MOF-74@D4-MOF-74 also
exhibited enhanced conversion efficiency at 93 and 91%,
respectively. However, when the actual amount of D-MOF-74
within MOF-74@D-MOF-74 is considered, the catalytic activity
of D-MOF-74 in MOF-74@D-MOF-74 is more dramatically
enhanced compared to that of D-MOF-74 generated without the
template. In fact, only 1.9% of the BDC was incorporated within
MOF-74@D3-MOF-74. MOF-74@D2-MOF-74, where 2.7% of the
BDC was incorporated, displayed a best catalytic activity with
96% conversion. Conserving its crystallinity during the
Table 1 Cyanosilylation of benzaldehyde with TMSCN catalyzed by
pure MOF-74, a series of D-MOF-74, and a series of MOF-74@D-
MOF-74a

Entry Catalyst
Conversion
(%)

1 MOF-74 65
2 D3-MOF-74 93
3 D4-MOF-74 92
4 MOF-74@D1-MOF-74 89
5 MOF-74@D2-MOF-74 96
6 MOF-74@D3-MOF-74 93
7 MOF-74@D4-MOF-74 91

a Reaction conditions: benzaldehyde (1 mmol), MOF catalyst (3.0 mg,
1.7 mol% based on Co(II)), trimethylsilyl cyanide (TMSCN; 3 mmol).

8224 | RSC Adv., 2023, 13, 8220–8226
construction of D-MOF-74 due to the efficient guide of well-
crystallized MOF-74 is a reason for the improvement of cata-
lytic activity of D-MOF-74 within MOF-74@D-MOF-74. The plots
for the conversions of benzaldehyde to 2-phenyl-2-
[(trimethylsilyl)oxy] acetonitrile by pure MOF-74 and MOF-
74@D2-MOF-74 in varied time points were also obtained as
shown in Fig. S11a (ESI†). Moreover, a linear relationship
between ln(Ct/C0) and the reaction time was observed, which
revealed rst-order reaction kinetics (Fig. S11b, ESI†).39,40

Meanwhile, cobalt ions can bleach out from the catalyst
during the catalytic reaction; however, no critical bleaching of
cobalt ions from the catalyst (MOF-74@D2-MOF-74) was found
during the catalytic reaction. Inductively coupled plasma-mass
spectrometer analysis revealed that ca. 0.8% of cobalt
bleached out from the catalyst aer the catalytic reaction.
Control experiments for cyanosilylation of benzaldehyde were
also conducted. Cyanosilylation of benzaldehyde without any
catalyst was occurred but showed very low activity.41–43 And the
salt (CoCl2) was also active for cyanosilylation of benzaldehyde
under homogeneous condition, as already known.41–43 More-
over, cyanosilylation reactions of three other aldehydes, such as
4-methoxybenzaldehyde, 4-methylbenzaldehyde, and 4-uo-
robenzaldehyde were performed in the presence of a catalytic
amount of pure MOF-74 and MOF-74@D2-MOF-74 (Fig. S12–
S14, ESI†). In general, the catalytic activity of MOF-74@D2-
MOF-74 was higher than that of pure MOF-74 for the cyanosi-
lylation of three aldehydes (Table 2). The cyanosilylation of
aldehyde having electron donating groups is normally faster
than that of aldehyde bearing electron withdrawing groups.44,45
Entry Substrate Time (min)

Conversion (%)

MOF-74 MOF-74@D2-MOF-74

1 30 65 96

2 10 61 79

3 30 61 95

4 30 63 79

a Reaction conditions: aldehyde (1 mmol), MOF catalyst (3.0 mg,
1.7 mol% based on Co(II)), trimethylsilyl cyanide (TMSCN; 3 mmol).

© 2023 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
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Fig. 4 (a) Recyclability of MOF-74@D2-MOF-74 over seven succes-
sive catalytic cycles. (b) SEM image and (c) PXRD pattern of MOF-
74@D2-MOF-74 after seven successive catalytic reactions.
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The recyclability of the catalyst was examined using MOF-
74@D2-MOF-74 and D3-MOF-74. The cyanosilyation activity
was well maintained even aer seven successive catalytic cycles
(Fig. 4). Moreover, the SEM image and PXRD pattern of MOF-
74@D2-MOF-74 aer seven catalytic cycles veried no critical
morphological change and no structural change even aer
seven successive catalytic reactions (Fig. 4). D3-MOF-74 also
exhibited good recyclability as shown in its catalytic activity
during seven successive catalytic reactions (Fig. S15, ESI†).

Conclusions

In conclusion, two series of defected MOF-74 were successfully
prepared by replacing a small amount of DHBDC linker origi-
nally present in MOF-74 with BDC linker. Owing to the missing
hydroxyl groups in the BDC linker compared to the DHBDC
linker, extra open metal sites were produced within the D-MOF-
74 structure. Two series of D-MOF-74 were prepared from a series
of reactions in the absence or presence of the MOF-74 template.
All the resulting D-MOF-74 displayed an enhanced catalytic
activity for the cyanosilyation of benzaldehyde compared to that
of pureMOF-74. D-MOF-74 generated in the absence of the MOF-
74 template was found to lose its crystallinity. On the other hand,
the well-crystallized MOF-74 template invoked a more efficient
growth of D-MOF-74 without losing its crystallinity. Finally, core–
shell type MOF-74@D-MOF-74 with many open metal sites and
preserved well-developed porosity exhibited the best perfor-
mance as a catalyst. Moreover, excellent recyclability was
demonstrated during several consecutive catalytic reactions. The
synthetic approach suggested here for the production of defected
MOFs having many open metal sites with preserved original
porosity should be benecial in the development of highly active
MOFs applicable in catalysis, sensing, and adsorption.
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