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rticles modified with a copper(I)

complex as a novel and efficient reusable catalyst
for A3 coupling leading to C–N bond formation†

Wei Li,*a Jinlong Yan,a Wenjing Xua and Li Yan Zhang *b

Propargylamines are an important and valuable family of nitrogen-containing compounds with many

applications in the fields of medical, industrial, and chemical processes. One-pot multicomponent A3

coupling reactions of aldehydes, amines, and alkynes in the presence of transition metals as catalysts is

an efficient strategy for preparing propargylamines. In this study, we fabricated a novel magnetically

reusable copper nanocatalyst [Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim–CuI] through the immobilization of the copper(I)

complex on the surface of the magnetic nanoparticles modified with benzimidazole–pyrimidine ligand

and evaluated its catalytic activity in the preparation of propargylamines through one-pot

multicomponent A3 coupling reactions of aldehydes, amines, and alkynes. Under this catalytic system,

aryl substrates with both electron-donating and electron-withdrawing substituents also gave the desired

products in excellent yields under standardized conditions. The Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim–CuI catalyst was

easily separated using an external magnet, and the recovered catalyst was reused in 8 cycles without

significant loss of activity.
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Introduction

Propargylamines are an important class of alkyne-coupled
amine compounds used in heterocyclic chemistry and phar-
maceutical chemistry and have a large impact as pharmaco-
phores in medicinal chemistry.1–4 Propargylamines are an
important and valuable family of nitrogen-containing
compounds with many applications in the elds of medicinal,
industrial, and chemical processes.2,5 These compounds have
the structure of numerous drugs, antibiotics, and natural
products.6–8 One-pot multicomponent A3 coupling reactions of
aldehydes, amines, and alkynes in the presence of transition
metals as catalysts is an efficient strategy for preparing prop-
argylamines.9,10 Therefore, the development of new, eco-
friendly, and efficient catalytic systems for the synthesis of
propargylamines via the multicomponent A3 coupling reactions
of aldehydes, amines, and alkynes is an important challenge for
synthetic chemists. Recently, numerous methods have been
reported for the synthesis of propargylamines via the multi-
component A3 coupling reactions of aldehydes, amines, and
alkynes using homogeneous transition metals as catalysts.11–13

However, homogeneous transition metal catalysts oen suffer
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from high costs associated with their synthesis and recovery,
making them less economically viable for large-scale industrial
applications.14 Additionally, their tendency to undergo deacti-
vation or decomposition over time can limit their catalytic
activity and longevity, requiring frequent replacement and
maintenance.

The interrelationship between the magnetic properties and
physicochemical characteristics of catalytic materials is a bur-
geoning eld in materials science.15–19 This study explores the
intricate connections between the catalytic performance of
a material with its magnetic behavior, chemical composition,
and physical attributes. This understanding is crucial for opti-
mizing catalysis in various applications, from sustainable
energy production to environmental remediation.20–22 By
leveraging these connections, researchers aim to design cata-
lytic materials with improved reactivity and efficiency, offering
innovative solutions to pressing global challenges.23,24 During
the last decade, nanocatalysts have attracted the attention of
many researchers and have shown remarkable progress.25–28 The
use of nanomaterials as support for catalysts is considered an
extensive research eld in organic synthesis.29–32 However, it is
not easy to separate these nanocatalysts from the reaction
mixture, and conventional separation methods, such as
ltering are not effective due to the nano size of these
catalysts.17,33–36 These limitations hinder the economic use of
these nanocatalysts. To overcome this problem, the use of
magnetic nanoparticles appears to be a suitable solution.37–41

Magnetic nanoparticles have high catalytic activity and a high
degree of chemical stability.42,43 The paramagnetic nature and
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Scheme 1 The general route for the construction of Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim–CuI nanocatalyst.
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insolubility of magnetic nanoparticles make it easy to separate
this catalyst from the reaction mixture using an external
magnet.44,45 In this regard, the use of nanocatalysts could
emerge as a promising and relevant approach to overcome
obstacles in the synthesis of propargyl amines, offering
numerous advantages for this challenging chemical
transformation.16

In this study, we fabricated a novel magnetically reusable
catalyst [Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim–CuI] through the immobilization of
a copper(I) complex on the surface of magnetic nanoparticles
modied with benzimidazole–pyrimidine ligand and evaluated
its catalytic activity in the synthesis of propargylamines via
multicomponent A3 coupling reactions of aldehydes, amines,
and alkynes under eco-friendly conditions.

R

Fig. 1 FT-IR spectra of the Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim–CuI nanocatalyst.

Fig. 2 EDX spectrum of the Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim–CuI nanocatalyst.

Fig. 3 XRD pattern of the Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim–CuI nanocatalyst.

© 2023 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry RSC Adv., 2023, 13, 28964–28974 | 28965
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Fig. 4 (a) SEM, (b) TEM images, and (c) particle size distribution histogram of the Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim–CuI nanocatalyst.

Fig. 5 VSM plot of the Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim–CuI nanocatalyst.
Fig. 6 TGA pattern of the Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim–CuI nanocatalyst.
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Results and discussion

In the rst step, Fe3O4 nanoparticles were synthesized using the
previously described procedure. Then, 3,4-diaminobenzoic acid
(DABA) was graed on the surface of the magnetic Fe3O4 nano-
particles. The Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim nanocomposite was fabricated
through the reaction of Fe3O4–DABA with pyrimidine-2-
carbaldehyde at reuxing ethanol. Finally, the as-fabricated
Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim nanocomposite was used as a ligand in order
to afford the Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim–CuI nanocatalyst via the immo-
bilization of CuI by reuxing with ethanol. Scheme 1 shows the
details of the preparation of the Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim–CuI
nanocatalyst.

The structure of the Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim–CuI nanocomposite was
studied using Fourier transform infrared spectroscopy (FT-IR),
scanning electron microscopy (SEM), transmission electron
microscopy (TEM), energy-dispersive X-ray spectroscopy (EDX),
thermogravimetric analysis (TGA), X-ray diffraction (XRD),
vibrating sample magnetometer (VSM), and inductively coupled
plasma optical emission spectroscopy (ICP-OES). FT-IR spectra of
Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim, and Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim–CuI nanocomposite are
shown in Fig. 1. The peak at 582 cm−1 is attributed to the Fe–O
bond vibration of Fe3O4.46 The bands at 3400 cm

−1 are assigned to
the stretching vibration of the O–H groups. The presence of peaks
at 2800–3000 are related to C–H aromatic bonds. As shown in
Fig. 1, the observed shi in the C]N characteristic peak from
Table 1 Optimization of A3 coupling reactions catalyzed by Fe3O4–BIm

Entry Catalyst (mg) Solvent (Tem

1 — DMF (reux
2 3 DMF (reux
3 5 DMF (reux
4 10 DMF (reux
5 15 DMF (reux
6 20 DMF (reux
7 25 DMF (reux
8 20 Toluene (re
9 20 EtOH (reux
10 20 DMSO (reu
11 20 H2O (reux)
12 20 H2O/EtOH (1
13 20 PEG (100 °C
14 20 CH3CN (re
15 20 THF (reux)
16 20 Solvent-free
17 20 H2O (90 °C)

a Isolated yield.

© 2023 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry

RETR
1636 cm−1 to 1616 cm−1 conrms the successful complexation of
Cu ions with the immobilized BIm–Pyrim ligand on the surface of
Fe3O4 nanoparticles (link CuI with a bond).47–49

To conrm the support of the Cu complex on the surface of
MNPs, EDX analysis of the as-constructed Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim–CuI
nanocomposite was performed (Fig. 2). The results exhibited the
existence of Fe, O, N, C, and Cu in the structure of the Fe3O4–BIm–

Pyrim–CuI nanocomposite. The ICP-OES technique was used to
determine the amount of Cu loaded on the Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim
nanocomposite, which was found to be 15.12 × 10−5 mmol g−1.

The crystalline structures of the Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim–CuI
nanocomposite were investigated by XRD. As shown in Fig. 3,
the characteristic peaks at 2q = 30.3°, 35.1°, 42.9°, 48.2°, 57.8°,
and 63.1°, were indexed to (220), (311), (400), (422), (511), and
(440) planes of the Fe3O4 nanoparticles cubic spinel crystal
structure (JCPDS No. 75-0449)50,51 with a good match. SEM and
TEM images of Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim–CuI nanocomposite are
shown in Fig. 4a and b. SEM and TEM images demonstrate that
the catalyst was regular spherical nanoparticles, in which
organic groups surround the nanomagnetic nucleus. In addi-
tion, based on particle size distribution (Fig. 4c), the catalyst
was formed with a size distribution ranging from 17 to 45 nm
with an average size of 28.62 nm.

The magnetic properties of the Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim–CuI
nanocomposite were studied by VSM analysis at room
temperature. As shown in Fig. 5, the saturation

CTE
D

–Pyrim–CuI nanomateriala

: °C) Time (h) Yield (%)

) 24 NR
) 3 63
) 3 72
) 3 81
) 3 89
) 3 94
) 3 94
ux) 3 47
) 3 91
x) 3 89

3 98
/1) (80 °C) 3 93
) 3 92
ux) 3 81

3 22
(100 °C) 3 13

3 94

RSC Adv., 2023, 13, 28964–28974 | 28967
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Table 2 Scope of the catalytic activity of Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim–CuI in A3 coupling reactionsa

a Isolated yield.

28968 | RSC Adv., 2023, 13, 28964–28974 © 2023 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry

RSC Advances Paper

O
pe

n 
A

cc
es

s 
A

rt
ic

le
. P

ub
lis

he
d 

on
 0

3 
O

ct
ob

er
 2

02
3.

 D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

on
 7

/1
0/

20
25

 9
:1

7:
08

 P
M

. 
 T

hi
s 

ar
tic

le
 is

 li
ce

ns
ed

 u
nd

er
 a

 C
re

at
iv

e 
C

om
m

on
s 

A
ttr

ib
ut

io
n 

3.
0 

U
np

or
te

d 
L

ic
en

ce
.

View Article Online

RETR
ACTE

D

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://doi.org/10.1039/d3ra04871c


Fig. 7 Reusability of the Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim–CuI in the synthesis of
product 4a.
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magnetization for the Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim–CuI nanocomposite
was found to be 52.27 emu g−1. The thermal behavior of the
Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim–CuI nanocomposite was investigated by
TGA, and the results are shown in Fig. 6. The rst weight
losses in both of the curves are related to the adsorbed water
and solvents that evaporated below 200 °C. The next weight
loss for Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim–CuI nanocomposite (about 9%) is
related to the decomposition of functional groups and the
complex. The results of the TGA analysis conrmed that
organic compounds were present in the structure and
showed the successful synthesis of the target catalyst.

In order to optimize the standardized conditions, the effect of
a number of factors such as catalyst loading, solvent, and
temperature on the model reaction of benzaldehyde, piperidine,
and phenylacetylene was examined. The model reaction was not
accomplished when the reaction was carried out in the absence of
the catalyst. Next, the model reaction was performed in the pres-
ence of various amounts of Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim–CuI, and the results
are summarized in Table 1. As seen in Table 1, no improvement of
the reaction was observed by increasing the amount of the catalystR
Fig. 8 VSM plot of the recovered Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim–CuI nano-
catalyst after 8 runs.

© 2023 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry

RET

higher than 20mg, and in terms of the yields and also according to
the fact that using a minimum amount of the catalyst, 20 mg was
considered as the best and optimized amount of the catalyst. To
nd the best reactionmedium, the model reaction was carried out
in different solvents. The best results in terms of the yields and
reaction times were observed in the presence of the catalytic
amount of Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim–CuI (20 mg) in water at 100 °C for
3 h (Table 1, entry 13). To study the extent of the catalyst appli-
cation, the reaction of a diverse range of aromatic aldehydes with
phenyl acetylene and piperidine or pyrrolidine was also investi-
gated under optimal reaction conditions, and results are shown in
Table 2. In all cases, the three-component coupling reactions were
successfully performed under the optimized conditions, and the
nitrile products were obtained in high to excellent yields. It is
noteworthy that aromatic aldehydes with both electron-donating
and electron-withdrawing substituents also gave the desired
products in excellent yields under standardized conditions. As
shown in Table 2, pyrrolidine was found to be less reactive and
afforded good yields of the desired propargylamine products.

Finally, the reusability of the Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim–CuI
catalyst was also investigated. In this regard, the Fe3O4–BIm–

Pyrim–CuI catalyst was separated from the obtained product
of the model reaction (4a), washed with ethyl acetate several
times and dried at 80 °C for 4 h, and reused in the same
reaction. This reaction was repeated 8 times. The results of
these experiments are shown in Fig. 7. In order to nd the
stability of the recovered catalyst, VSM and ICP-OES tech-
niques were used. Also, as shown in Fig. 8, the saturation
magnetization for the reused Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim–CuI catalyst
aer 9 runs was found to be 45.82 emu/g. ICP-OES analysis of
the reused catalyst aer 8 runs was used to determine the
amount of Cu loading on the Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim nano-
composite, which was found to be 15.03 × 10−5 mmol g−1.

ACTE
D

Comparison

Table 3 presents data on the comprehensive evaluation of the
performance of the Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim–CuI nanocatalyst
compared to various other catalysts. Our results demonstrate
a yield that surpasses the previously documented outcomes.
Moreover, in our investigation, a diverse range of aldehydes,
amines, and alkynes were subjected to eco-friendly conditions,
yielding remarkable results within a mere 3 hour timeframe. In
contrast to previously examined catalysts, our method offers
several distinct advantages: it exhibits remarkable activity, is
Table 3 Comparison of the catalytic activity of the Fe3O4–BIm–
Pyrim–CuI nanocatalyst with that of the existing catalysts

Entry Catalyst Time (h) Yielda (%) Ref.

1 CuFe2O4 nanoparticles 4 86 52
2 Pd@MOF1 24 72 53
3 MNP@PIL 16 92 54
4 Nanopowder zinc titanate 5 93 55
5 CuNPs@ECS 24 95 56
6 Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim–CuI 3 98 This work

a Isolated yields.

RSC Adv., 2023, 13, 28964–28974 | 28969
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easily manufacturable, remains cost-effective, and can be
reused for up to seven cycles without any discernible loss in
catalytic efficiency.
Summary and outlook

In summary, we show that the Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim–CuI nano-
composite is a novel, eco-friendly, and efficient catalyst for the
preparation of the propargylamines through one-pot multicom-
ponent A3 coupling reactions of aldehydes, amines, and alkynes
under eco-friendly conditions. Under this catalytic system,
aromatic aldehydes with both electron-donating and electron-
withdrawing substituents also gave the desired products in excel-
lent yields under standardized conditions. It is noteworthy that
pyrrolidine was found to be less reactive and afforded good yields
of the desired propargylamine products. The structure of the
Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim–CuI nanocomposite was well analyzed by
a series of spectroscopic techniques. The Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim–CuI
catalyst was easily separated using an external magnet, and the
recovered catalyst was reused in 8 cycles without signicant loss of
activity.
Experimental
Materials

All reagents and solvents used in this study were purchased
from Sigma-Aldrich, Fluka, or Merck Chemical Companies and
were used without further purication.
General procedure for the synthesis of propargylamines
catalyzed by Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim–CuI nanocomposite

In a 10 mL-round-bottomed ask, a mixture of aldehyde (1 mmol),
amine (1 mmol), and Fe3O4–BIm–Pyrim–CuI catalyst (20 mg) was
stirred for 10min. Phenylacetylene (1 mmol), and 3mL water were
added to the above mixture and stirred under reux conditions for
3 h. The progress of the reaction was monitored by thin-layer
chromatography (TLC). Aer completion of the reaction, the
catalyst was separated using the magnetic stirring bar. Aer
evaporation of the solvent, the desired product was isolated by
silica gel ash column chromatography using a mixture of petro-
leum ether/ethyl acetate as the eluent. All products were well-
known and identied by 1HNMR and 13CNMR spectroscopy.ETR
NMR data for propargylamines
1-(1,3-Diphenylprop-2-yn-1-yl)piperidine: (4a). Yield 98%; 1H
NMR (400 MHz, CDCl3): d = 7.68–7.63 (m, 2H), 7.58–7.52 (m,
2H), 7.46–7.29 (m, 6H), 4.83 (s, 1H), 2.60–2.58 (m, 4H), 1.66–1.60
(m, 4H), 1.56–1.48 (m, 2H); 13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3): d =

141.18, 132.11, 131.52, 130.67, 129.78, 128.64, 127.98, 126.50,
123.08, 122.43, 89.36, 86.41, 62.12, 50.36, 26.57, 24.36.

R

28970 | RSC Adv., 2023, 13, 28964–28974
1-(1-(4-Fluorophenyl)-3-phenylprop-2-yn-1-yl)piperidine: (4b).
Yield 93%; 1H-NMR (CDCl3, 400 MHz): d = 7.63–7.55 (m, 2H),
7.54–7.51 (m, 2H), 7.41–7.32 (m, 5H), 4.83 (s, 1H), 2.59 (d, 4H),
1.67–1.61 (m, 4H), 1.53–1.46 (m, 2H); 13C-NMR (CDCl3, 100
MHz): d= 137.12, 133.37, 132.41, 130.87, 129.12, 128.14, 123.43,
86.36, 85.21, 62.34, 51.24, 26.64, 25.37.

1-[1-(4-Chlorophenyl)-3-phenyl-2-propynyl]piperidine: (4c).
Yield 99%; 1H-NMR (CDCl3, 400 MHz): d = 7.64–7.58 (m, 2H),
7.56–7.51 (m, 2H), 7.40–7.29 (m, 5H), 4.80 (s, 1H), 2.58 (d, 4H),
1.66–1.60 (m, 4H), 1.50–1.47 (m, 2H); 13C-NMR (CDCl3, 100
MHz): d= 138.02, 134.12, 132.36, 130.41, 129.35, 128.68, 127.11,
123.18, 88.29, 86.32, 62.37, 50.23, 26.30, 25.31.

1-(1-(4-Bromophenyl)-3-phenylprop-2-yn-1-yl)piperidine: (4d).
Yield 99%; 1H-NMR (CDCl3, 400 MHz): d = 7.65–7.60 (m, 2H),
7.57–7.55 (m, 2H), 7.41–7.32 (m, 5H), 4.79 (s, 1H), 2.61 (t, 4H),
1.64–1.60 (m, 4H), 1.59–1.46 (m, 2H); 13C-NMR (CDCl3, 100
MHz): d= 140.23, 132.38, 131.84, 130.36, 129.14, 128.54, 127.02,
126.31, 87.23, 86.30, 61.34, 51.21, 26.27, 25.39.

1-(1-(4-Methoxyphenyl)-3-phenylprop-2-yn-1-yl)piperidine: (4e).
Yield 96%; 1H-NMR (CDCl3, 400 MHz): d = 7.61–7.57 (m, 2H),
7.56–7.40 (m, 2H), 7.40–7.37 (m, 2H), 7.36–7.33 (m, 3H), 4.83 (s,
1H), 3.95 (s, 3H), 2.58 (m, 4H), 1.60–1.55 (m, 4H), 1.49–1.45 (m,
2H); 13C-NMR (CDCl3,100 MHz): d = 159.34, 138.13, 136.25,

ACTE
D
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134.12, 132.61, 131.96, 126.64, 122.71, 87.32, 86.74, 60.01,
56.36, 51.12, 27.87, 23.71.

1-[1-(4-Cyanophenyl)-3-phenyl-2-propynyl]piperidine: (4f). Yield
90%; 1H-NMR (CDCl3, 400 MHz): d = 7.68–7.57 (m, 2H), 7.56–
7.52 (m, 2H), 7.39–7.35 (m, 2H), 7.34–7.28 (m, 3H), 4.83 (s, 1H),
2.60 (m, 4H), 1.65–1.48 (m, 4H), 1.47–1.28 (m, 2H); 13C-NMR
(CDCl3,100 MHz): d = 143.85, 132.12, 129.64, 128.37, 128.03,
127.56, 117.97, 112.53, 88.98, 85.32, 63.28, 51.39, 27.36, 24.75.

1-(1-(4-Ethylphenyl)-3-phenylprop-2-yn-1-yl)piperidine: (4g).
Yield 97%; 1H-NMR (CDCl3, 400 MHz): d = 7.63–7.61 (m, 2H),
7.58–7.55 (m, 2H), 7.38–7.35 (m, 2H), 7.35–7.29 (m, 3H), 4.84 (s,
1H), 2.59 (m, 6H), 2.44 (d, 3H), 1.62–1.55 (m, 4H), 1.54–1.44 (m,
2H); 13C-NMR (CDCl3,100MHz): d= 137.09, 133.89, 129.13, 128.54,
127.97, 125.76, 87.89, 86.47, 59.38, 50.23, 26.89, 24.56, 21.54, 19.36.

1-(3-Phenyl-1-(p-tolyl)prop-2-yn-1-yl)piperidine: (4h). Yield 96%;
1H-NMR (CDCl3, 400 MHz): d = 7.63–7.55 (m, 2H), 7.54–7.51 (m,
2H), 7.39–7.36 (m, 2H), 7.35–7.06 (m, 3H), 4.85 (s, 1H), 2.59 (m, 4H),
1.62–1.57 (m, 4H), 1.56–1.46 (m, 2H); 13C-NMR (CDCl3,100 MHz):
d = 138.34, 137.11, 134.02, 132.26, 131.76, 129.24, 128.37, 127.96,
126.31, 123.87, 88.16, 85.97, 59.87, 50.57, 27.55, 24.32, 21.37.RETR
© 2023 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
N,N-Dimethyl-4-(3-phenyl-1-(piperidin-1-yl)prop-2-yn-1-yl)
aniline: (4i). Yield 92%; 1H-NMR (CDCl3, 400 MHz): d = 7.60–
7.57 (m, 2H), 7.55–7.40 (m, 2H), 7.39–7.36 (m, 2H), 7.36–7.31
(m, 3H), 4.82 (s, 1H), 3.89 (s, 6H), 2.57 (m, 4H), 1.58–1.48 (m,
4H), 1.47–1.41 (m, 2H); 13C-NMR (CDCl3,100 MHz): d = 138.32,
137.30, 133.98, 131.51, 130.02, 129.64, 128.76, 127.13, 125.76,
123.58, 88.32, 86.94, 59.96, 50.24, 26.64, 24.37, 21.14, 19.07.

1-(1-(4-Isopropylphenyl)-3-phenylprop-2-yn-1-yl)piperidine: (4j).
Yield 88%; 1H-NMR (CDCl3, 400 MHz): d = 7.62–7.59 (m, 2H),
7.58–7.50 (m, 2H), 7.48–7.38 (m, 2H), 7.36–7.26 (m, 3H), 4.80 (s,
1H), 2.60 (m, 4H), 2.35 (m, 1H), 1.67–1.60 (m, 4H), 1.55–1.50 (m,
2H), 1.19 (s, 6H); 13C-NMR (CDCl3,100 MHz): d= 147.23, 138.54,
129.52, 128.36, 127.02, 125.91, 88.02, 85.27, 61.22, 50.54, 36.26,
26.19, 24.62, 19.85.

1-(1-(3-Chlorophenyl)-3-phenylprop-2-yn-1-yl)piperidine: (4k).
Yield 94%; 1H-NMR (CDCl3, 400 MHz): d = 7.65–7.62 (m, 1H),
7.61–7.58 (m, 1H), 7.57–7.7.52 (m, 2H), 7.51–7.45 (m, 1H), 7.44–
7.35 (m, 3H), 7.33–7.29 (m, 1H), 4.81 (s, 1H), 2.59 (m, 4H), 1.66–
1.60 (m, 4H), 1.59–1.52 (m, 2H); 13C-NMR (CDCl3,100 MHz): d =
142.12, 133.65, 132.71, 131.36, 130.73, 129.23, 128.68, 127.34,
124.06, 123.16, 87.96, 86.36, 61.85, 50.67, 26.72, 24.10.

1-(1-(3-Bromophenyl)-3-phenyl-2-propynyl)piperidine: (4l). Yield
95%; 1H-NMR (CDCl3, 400 MHz): d = 7.83–7.61 (m, 1H), 7.60–
7.55 (m, 1H), 7.54–7.51 (m, 2H), 7.50–7.43 (m, 1H), 7.38–7.32
(m, 3H), 7.29–7.23 (m, 1H), 4.79 (s, 1H), 2.60–2.57 (m, 4H), 1.67–
1.63 (m, 4H), 1.62–1.50 (m, 2H); 13C-NMR (CDCl3,100 MHz): d =
141.20, 132.23, 131.46, 130.98, 129.64, 128.38, 128.21, 127.37,
123.78, 122.64, 88.47, 85.12, 62.03, 50.36, 26.97, 24.16.
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1-(1-(1-Naphthyl)-3-phenyl-2-propynyl)piperidine: (4m). Yield
97%; 1H-NMR (CDCl3, 400 MHz): d = 8.10 (s, 1H), 7.90–7.85 (m,
3H), 7.81–7.75 (m, 1H), 7.64–7.55 (m, 2H), 7.53–7.46 (m, 2H), 7.44–
7.31 (m, 3H), 4.97 (s, 1H), 2.68–2.61 (m, 4H), 1.721.54 (m, 4H),
1.54–1.40 (m, 2H); 13C-NMR (CDCl3, 100MHz): d= 136.22, 133.08,
132.96, 131.87, 128.33, 128.13, 127.76, 127.58, 127.29, 126.71,
125.95, 125.86, 123.35, 88.13, 86.02, 62.53, 50.84, 26.19, 24.46.

1-(3-Phenyl-1-(o-tolyl)prop-2-yn-1-yl)piperidine: (4n). Yield
89%; 1H-NMR (CDCl3, 400 MHz): d = 7.63–7.60 (m, 1H), 7.59–
7.55 (m, 1H), 7.53–7.50 (m, 2H), 7.48–7.43 (m, 1H), 7.38–7.34
(m, 3H), 7.33–7.26 (m, 1H), 4.80 (s, 1H), 2.61 (m, 4H), 2.35 (s,
3H), 1.68–1.61 (m, 4H), 1.60–1.50 (m, 2H); 13C-NMR (CDCl3,100
MHz): d= 142.18, 132.03, 131.65, 130.85, 129.74, 128.36, 127.45,
125.32, 88.41, 85.16, 62.21, 50.95, 26.17, 24.83, 19.75.

1-[1-(2-Furfuryl)-3-phenyl-prop-2-ynyl]-piperidine: (4o). Yield
90%; 1H-NMR (CDCl3, 400 MHz): d = 7.55–7.50 (m, 2H), 7.49–7.40
(m, 1H), 7.37–7.32 (m, 3H), 6.51–6.49 (m, 1H), 6.39–6.35 (m, 1H),
4.90 (s, 1H), 2.62–2.58 (m, 4H), 1.76–1.65 (m, 4H), 1.63–1.45 (m,
2H); 13C-NMR (CDCl3, 100 MHz): d = 152.32, 141.26, 132.02,
129.11, 122.98, 109.98, 109.15, 86.40, 83.20, 56.64, 50.82, 29.87,
25.97.

ETR
28972 | RSC Adv., 2023, 13, 28964–28974

R

1-(3-Phenyl-1-(thiophen-3-yl)prop-2-yn-1-yl)piperidine: (4p).

Yield 92%; 1H-NMR (CDCl3, 400 MHz): d = 7.53–7.50 (m, 2H),
7.49–7.40 (m, 1H), 7.37–7.29 (m, 3H), 6.52–6.49 (m, 1H), 6.39–
6.33 (m, 1H), 4.85 (s, 1H), 2.60–2.53 (m, 4H), 1.72–1.60 (m, 4H),
1.58–1.40 (m, 2H); 13C-NMR (CDCl3, 100 MHz): d = 151.64,
140.95, 131.05, 128.64, 121.61, 109.34, 109.04, 85.37, 83.19,
55.16, 50.74, 29.23, 25.68.

1-(1,3-Diphenylprop-2-yn-1-yl)pyrrolidine: (4q). Yield 95%; 1H-
NMR (CDCl3, 400 MHz): d = 7.67–7.54 (m, 2H), 7.54–7.50 (m,
2H), 7.39–7.30 (m, 6H), 4.82 (s, 1H), 2.80–2.74 (m, 4H), 1.49–1.40
(m, 4H); 13C-NMR (CDCl3, 100 MHz): d= 139.65, 129.36, 128.67,
127.41, 122.95, 88.50, 84.36, 67.18, 61.85, 23.12.

1-(1-(4-Bromophenyl)-3-phenylprop-2-yn-1-yl)pyrrolidine: (4r).
Yield 97%; 1H-NMR (CDCl3, 400 MHz): d = 7.83–7.80 (m, 2H),
7.71–7.56 (m, 2H), 7.54–7.40 (m, 2H), 7.37–7.30 (m, 3H), 4.85 (s,
1H), 2.78–2.74 (m, 4H), 1.70–1.63 (m, 4H); 13C-NMR (CDCl3, 100
MHz): d = 142.98, 131.65, 129.03, 128.64, 127.11, 122.61, 88.64,
85.37, 66.38, 61.25, 24.19.

1-(1-(4-Chlorophenyl)-3-phenylprop-2-yn-1-yl)pyrrolidine: (4s).
Yield 96%; 1H-NMR (CDCl3, 400 MHz): d = 7.84–7.80 (m, 2H),
7.67–7.55 (m, 2H), 7.54–7.40 (m, 2H), 7.39–7.31 (m, 3H), 4.85 (s,
1H), 2.81–2.72 (m, 4H), 1.89–1.84 (m, 4H); 13C-NMR (CDCl3, 100
MHz): d = 1420.1, 131.20, 128.76, 125.36, 122.81, 87.32, 84.95,
63.02, 59.51, 24.94.

1-(1-(4-Methoxyphenyl)-3-phenylprop-2-yn-1-yl)pyrrolidine: (4t).
Yield 90%; 1H-NMR (CDCl3, 400 MHz): d = 7.55–7.49 (m, 2H),
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7.45–7.41 (m, 2H), 7.38–7.31 (m, 2H), 7.27–7.22 (m, 3H), 4.83 (s,
1H), 3.67 (s, 3H), 2.79–2.73 (m, 4H), 1.93–1.89 (m, 4H); 13C-NMR
(CDCl3, 100 MHz): d = 156.38, 131.82, 129.49, 128.33, 122.87,
121.26, 115.73, 88.50, 85.21, 61.12, 57.36, 55.95, 21.54.

1-(3-Phenyl-1-(p-tolyl)prop-2-yn-1-yl)pyrrolidine: (4u). Yield
90%; 1H-NMR (CDCl3, 400 MHz): d = 7.57–7.54 (m, 2H), 7.48–
7.41 (m, 2H), 7.38–7.31 (m, 2H), 7.27–7.20 (m, 3H), 4.81 (s, 1H),
2.78–2.75 (m, 4H), 2.69 (s, 3H), 1.91–1.88 (m, 4H); 13C-NMR
(CDCl3, 100 MHz): d = 156.38, 131.82, 129.49, 128.33, 122.87,
121.26, 115.73, 88.50, 85.21, 61.12, 57.36, 55.95, 21.54.

1-(1-Cyclohexyl-3-phenylprop-2-yn-1-yl)piperidine: (4v). Yield
86%; 1H-NMR (CDCl3, 400 MHz): d = 7.47–7.40 (m, 2H), 7.35–
7.27 (m, 3H), 3.82–3.72 (m, 4H), 3.06 (d, 1H), 3.01–370 (m, 2H),
2.69 (m, 2H), 2.57 (m, 1H), 1.99 (t, 3H); 13C-NMR (CDCl3, 100
MHz): d = 131.70, 128.26, 127.96, 87.12, 86.51, 66.35, 57.15,
35.09, 26.12, 20.01, 15.56.

1-(1-(4-Ethylphenyl)-3-phenylprop-2-yn-1-yl)pyrrolidine: (4w).
Yield 90%; 1H-NMR (CDCl3, 400 MHz): d = 7.65–7.60 (m, 2H),
7.56–7.51 (m, 2H), 7.38–7.31 (m, 2H),7.28–7.26 (m, 3H), 4.82 (s,
1H), 2.80–2.71 (m, 6H), 1.59–1.47 (m, 7H); 13C-NMR (CDCl3, 100
MHz): d = 138.23, 131.81, 128.50, 128.21, 127.89, 123.02, 88.50,
85.23, 61.23, 58.12, 23.56, 20.13, 19.02.

1-(1-(4-Fluorophenyl)-3-phenylprop-2-yn-1-yl)pyrrolidine: (4x).
Yield 92%; 1H-NMR (CDCl3, 400 MHz): d = d 7.85 (d, J = 8.3 Hz,
2H), 7.64 (d, J = 8 Hz, 2H), 7.57–7.52 (m, 2H),7.38–7.32 (m, 3H),

RETR
© 2023 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
5.09 (s, 1H), 2.65–2.53 (m, 4H), 1.14 (t, J = 3.3 Hz, 6H); 13C-NMR
(CDCl3, 100 MHz, ppm): d 154.13, 151.25, 135.64, 132.84,
131.50, 129.45, 128.74, 127.31, 124.39, 118.82, 118.23, 79.24,
73.61, 45.85, 44.09, 14.89.
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